SAMPLE LETTER FROM LOCAL ASSOCIATION
TO BANDIT OWNER UNLAWFULLY USING TAA LEASE FORMS

Dear [Name of Bandit Owner]:
The [Local apartment association] is vitally interested in maintaining its reputation and in protecting residents from representation by owners who falsely claim to be members of both TAA and the local apartment association. By using the TAA lease form, you have wrongfully represented in Paragraph 35 of the lease that you are a member of both the state and local apartment associations.

We have made every effort to secure compliance by you, your property manager and/or your onsite managers with the laws that prohibit owners from making false or misleading representations in securing the residents signature on a lease. The only practical recourse remaining to our association is to follow our policy of making the attached legal opinion from TAA’s general counsel available to all residents affected in you community.

Feel free to contact us if you would like to discuss this matter.  

Sincerely,

[Name of local apartment association]

By: __________________, President

Enclosed:  Legal Opinion from TAA General Counsel

Commentary:  This form letter should be utilized only with approval from the local association president and/or  local executive committee and should be used only after good faith efforts have been made to get the offending owner to join the local association or to cease using the forms.

