SAMPLE LETTER FROM LOCAL ASSOCIATION
TO RESIDENTS OF OWNER UNLAWFULLY USING TAA FORMS 
Dear Resident of [Owner]:
It has come to our attention that you rent your dwelling from an owner who may be unlawfully using the TAA Lease Contract.

Please be advised that the TAA lease forms may be used only by owners or management companies who are, at the time of signing the lease, members of TAA and the local apartment association where the dwelling is located. In paragraph 35 of the lease, it is stated that if the owner or management company representing the owner is not a member in good standing of both the Texas Apartment Association and the local affiliated association, the lease is unenforceable by the owner and voidable by the resident at any time.  
If a lease is voidable by the resident, the resident can terminate the lease and move out at any time, and the resident is liable only for any property damages. The owner may also be in violation of the Texas Penal Code and the Deceptive Trade Practices Act. The Deceptive Trade Practices Act may entitle the resident to triple damages and attorney’s fees. An owner who falsely represents himself or herself as a member of TAA and thereby induces a resident to sign a lease may also be violating Texas Penal Code, Section 32.32 regarding false statements to obtain property or credit and may be subject to significant monetary fines and criminal penalties.
We have been unsuccessful in our attempts to persuade the property owner to discontinue illegal use of the TAA lease forms. We are providing this notice to you because we have exhausted all attempts to secure the owner’s cooperation.  Please call if you have any questions.                       

Sincerely,
[Name of local apartment association]

By: ___________________________
Enclosure:  Memorandum from TAA 

Commentary:  This form letter should be used only with approval from the local association president and/or executive committee and should be utilized only after good faith efforts have been made to get the offending owner to join the local association or to cease using the TAA forms unlawfully.
