TAA Lease 2.0 and Community Policies
Overview
This article takes a closer look at the elements of TAA’s revised Lease and provides helpful tips for residents.

This overview of the Texas Apartment Association Lease will cover key components of the Lease document with a breakdown of
the following topics in the Lease life cycle: (1) Parties and Lease Details; (2) Lease Terms and Conditions; (3) Resident Life; (4) Ending
the Lease Term; and (5) General Provisions and Signatures. It also includes a breakdown of the new TAA Community Policies
Addendum. This article is only intended as a general explanation of key provisions and not as legal advice.
TAA also has resources for renters on its website at www.taa.org. While there may still be company- or property-specific
information to cover, this is intended to give you a basic overview.

Parties and Lease Details
“This Lease Contract is only valid if filled out before January 1, 2024.”
■

This box at the top of the form ensures that your lease is the most current version available.

Parties
■
■

■

The two parties to the agreement are us (the
owner) and you (the resident).
Generally speaking, every adult living in the rental
unit should be a party to the lease. Children and
some adults who are dependents (such as an
elderly parent), should be listed as occupants.
Note that the term “you” and “your” refers to all
residents and any persons authorized to act in the
event of a sole resident’s death.

LEASE DETAILS

■
■
■

The Lease Details section on page 1 is intended to provide a transparent, clear look at the important terms and dollar amounts
related to the Lease.
It includes space for us to add and describe charges.
Each box in the Lease Details section relates to provisions in the Lease, and this article breaks down those elements for clarity.

Box A. Apartment (Paragraph 2)
■ You agree to lease the apartment listed in Box A for use as a private
residence only.
■ “Measurements” and “Representations” are two new sections
to acknowledge that some details of the property or unit could change.
■ Content in a box with a red border is from the Lease Details section on
page 1, while Lease content with a black border is from other pages.

Box B. Initial Lease Term
■ The initial lease term begins and ends on the dates provided in Box B.
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Box C. Monthly Base Rent (Paragraphs 3 and 1.6)
■ “Rent” is defined in Par. 1.6 as monthly base rent plus additional monthly recurring fixed charges outlined in Box L. You
agree you will pay the Rent on or before the 1st day of each month (due date) without demand.
■ Details regarding payment method and location have
been relocated to Community Policies rather than being
addressed in the Lease itself.

Box D. Prorated Rent
■ The amount of prorated rent due if you move in after the first of the month may be listed in
Box D.

Box E. Security Deposit (Paragraph 5)
■ The security deposit amount will be included in Box E. It does
not include any Animal Deposit, which would be included in an
Animal Addendum. We may deduct from the security deposit any
amount due under the Lease in accordance with the Community
Policies and as allowed by law.
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Box F. Notice of Termination or Intent to Move Out (Paragraph 4)
■ The lease automatically renews on a month-to-month basis unless either we or you give written notice of termination or
intent to move out as required by Par. 25 and specified in Box F. of Lease Details. We will specify the minimum number of
days’ written notice that is required at the end of the term or renewal period in Box F.

Box G. Late Fees (Paragraph 3.3)
■ You will pay late fees as outlined in Box G if
your monthly base rent isn’t paid on time.
read: “Late Fees — The Lease, the Law and
RDB page 87; Most Common Questions and
Answers about the Texas Late Fee Law” on REDBOOK page 91.

Box H. Returned Check or Rejected Payment Fee (Paragraph 3.4)
■ You will be charged the fee listed in Box H. for each returned check or rejected electronic payment, plus initial and daily late
fees if applicable, until full payment is received.
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Box I. Reletting Charge (Paragraph 7.1)
■ You may have to pay a reletting charge if you
break your lease or are in default as described in
Paragraph 7.1, The reletting charge will not be
more than 85% of your highest monthly Rent
during the Lease term.
■ The reletting charge does not cancel your Lease
or any obligations you have under it.

Box J. Optional Early Termination Fee (Paragraph 7.2)
■ If amounts are filled in, then we are allowing an early termination option and the section applies. If the section applies, then
you may exercise the option to terminate the lease early if you are not in default, give notice and pay the fees and rent as
outlined in the Lease. We are not required to offer this option.

Box K. Animal Violation Charge (Paragraph 12.2)
■ An initial charge (not to exceed $100) per animal and a daily charge (not to exceed $10) per day per animal may be listed in
Box K for violations of the animal restrictions in the Lease or Community Policies.
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Box L. Additional Rent – Monthly Recurring Fixed Charges
■ “Rent” is defined in Par. 1.6 as monthly base rent plus additional monthly recurring fixed charges.
You agree to pay for Additional Rent – Monthly Recurring Fixed Charges items such as animal rent, internet, stormwater,
pest control, and storage as outlined in Box L AND/OR in separate addenda, Special Provisions, or an amendment to the
Lease.

Box M. Utliities and Other Variable Charges
■ You agree to pay for gas, water, wastewater, electricity, trash/recycling, utility billing fees and other items as outlined in
separate addenda, Special Provisions, or an amendment to the Lease.
■ Box M. also discusses a Utility Connection Charge or Transfer Fee (not to exceed $50) to be paid within 5 days of written
notice that may be charged in certain situations under Paragraph 3.5.
■ NOTE: Be sure to review your full lease package, including any additional addenda related to billing for various utilities and
other costs, including electricity, water & wastewater, gas, central system costs and trash/recycling, some of which may be
required by state or federal law.
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Special Provisions (Paragraph 32)
■ Any Special Provisions, additional addenda including Community Policies ARE PART OF THE LEASE, MUST BE
FOLLOWED AND will replace any conflicting provisions in the lease form. Be sure to review any additional Special
Provisions included in your Lease.

Lease Terms and Conditions
You’ll notice that Community Policies and Addenda are referenced throughout the Lease. You will want to closely review any
Community Policies provided by us, since those become a part of your lease package.
While this article doesn’t go through every paragraph in detail, here are some of the highlights of this section.
Paragraph 1. Definitions
■ This section clearly defines key terms of the Lease.
■ Pay particular attention to the definition of “Community
Policies” and “Rent.”

Paragraph 6. Insurance
■ You must have liability insurance as specified in Community Policies
or other addenda unless otherwise prohibited by law.
■ Note that liability insurance does not cover your belongings in
the event of theft, fire, flood, damage or other loss.
■ We may use an addendum or Special Provisions to make other
choices about insurance. Be sure to pay close attention to the
requirements in your Lease regarding insurance.
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Resident Life
Your property may have specific provisions in Community Policies, Special Provisions or other addenda. All of those items become
part of your Lease.
Paragraph 10. Community Policies
■ This paragraph contains a variety of topics.
■ “Prohibited Conduct” is an important part of this section, which outlines conduct that is not allowed.
■ “Smoking of any kind that is not in accordance with our Community Policies or Lease addenda” is included in this list.
■ We may have specific rules related to parking and could provide those in a specific addendum.
■ This section specifies that Community Policies can be changed during the Lease term, as long as policies are applicable to all
units, do not change dollar amounts in the Lease and are distributed to all residents.
Paragraph 15. Requests, Repairs and Malfunctions
■ This paragraph stipulates that all requests must be submitted in accordance with Community Policies.
■ Pay particular attention to how we ask you to submit requests. For example, we may have a resident portal that we use for that
purpose.

Paragraph 17. Assignments and Subletting
■ Under this paragraph, you may not sublease your dwelling or list
it or any part of it on any lodging or short-term rental website
unless we’ve agreed in advance.
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Eviction and Remedies
Paragraph 22. Liability
■ You and any other residents in your dwelling are both individually and jointly responsible for your obligations under the Lease.
■ If you or any guest or occupants violates the Lease or Community Policies, all residents are considered to have violated the
Lease.
Paragraph 23. Default by Resident
■ This section defines “default” and describes our remedies when you are in default of any provision in your Lease.
■ If you violate the Lease, you could be subject to eviction.

End of the Lease Term
Box F and Paragraph 4. Moveout Notice
■ Remember that your Lease renews automatically unless you provide notice as outlined in the Lease.

General Provisions and Signatures
Paragraph 32. Special Provisions
■
■
■
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Remember that any Special Provisions and additional addenda including Community Policies ARE PART OF THE
LEASE, MUST BE FOLLOWED and will replace any conflicting provisions in the lease form.
Once signed, you are bound by this Lease, which is the entire agreement between us.
Electronic signatures are binding.

