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LEASE 2.0 FAQs 
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

 
 
 

We’re excited about the upcoming launch of the Texas Apartment Association’s revised Lease, 

commonly referred to as “Lease 2.0,” on February 16, 2022.  

 

During member education and training sessions related to the new Lease, we’ve collected your 20 

most common questions related to this new tool and are answering them for you in this article. As 

questions evolve, we’ll also share these and other resources on TAA’s website and in TAA 

REDBOOK Online. 
 
 

1. What’s the timing for the rollout of Lease 2.0? 

The revised leases will be released in TAA Click & Lease on February 16, 2022, instead of the typical 

January 1 release. We have delayed the release because of the significance of the overhaul so that 

members have additional time to adjust to the changes and train onsite teams prior to implementation. 

 

In the meantime, we have extended the expiration date on the current leases in the TAA Click & Lease 

platform so that they can continue to be used through the release date. Members can also order revised 

printed forms to address the extension. 

 

2. How long is the new lease? 

One of the goals of this revision was to streamline and simplify Lease content and organization and remove 

extraneous information that is not critical to the contract. The revised Lease is roughly 33 percent shorter, 

resulting in a six-page document as opposed to the previous eight pages. 

 

3. Since the new lease isn’t available until February 16, what do we do about the new Flood 

Disclosure requirements that take effect on January 1? 

The Flood Disclosure notice will available in TAA Click & Lease beginning in December and will be batch-printed 

with all leases signed on or after January 1. It will also be included as a REDBOOK form in TAA REDBOOK 

Online and available in the member section of the TAA website for members who use printed forms. 

 

4. Will Lease 2.0 changes also be made to the Residential and Condo/Townhome Leases? 

Yes, Lease 2.0 format and content changes will be applied to those two leases, as well. The only TAA lease that 

will not be changed in this round is the Student Housing Lease, which we’ll be assessing again in 2023. 
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5. Will TAA develop a lease overview video to explain the new lease to residents and help in  
    training site teams? 
 

Yes. We are working on a lease overview video, as well as other resources, to assist in explaining the new 

document to residents and team members. 

 

6. Does Lease 2.0 address character limits in fields? 

Yes, we have increased character limits for many of the fields in the lease, including more than doubling the 

amount of space available for Special Provisions. 

 

7. How does Lease 2.0 work for affordable housing? 

While there are some items in Lease 2.0 that may be handled differently in the affordable housing context, they 

are the same as the current lease and we have built in qualifiers like “as allowed by law” in the insurance 

paragraph that allow some flexibility. This is the same as how the current lease works with the affordable housing 

addenda. 
 

8. Is there a new community policies form as a template/addition to the lease? 

Because Lease 2.0 increases reliance on Community Policies to address company-specific rules and 

preferences not necessary to the contract, TAA has developed a new Community Policies Addendum. This 

REDBOOK form addendum includes content that has been shifted from the Lease in a format that members can 

use and customize. We encourage you to incorporate your own rules into the addendum. 

 

9. With some of the paragraphs being relocated within the lease or moved to Community 
Policies, will the settings in the default lease in TAA Click & Lease automatically transfer to 
the new applicable field? 

Yes, the intent is that those fields would map as needed. We will be working with Blue Moon Software and 

property management companies on the technology aspects of the new lease.  

 

10. Will members be able to make default lease changes before the implementation date? 

Yes. We will be including new default lease fields as a soft launch in advance of the February 16 release. Stay 

tuned for specific details about timing and contact your property management software provider. 

 

11. Is the intention for members to use the new TAA Community Policies Addendum or their 
company’s community policies? 

You can handle it either way. But we would encourage you to incorporate all of your community policies into one 

document for simplicity, transparency, and ease of use by both staff and management. That can be done by 

placing your policies into the TAA Community Policies Addendum or by placing the provisions in the addendum 

into your policies. Regardless of whether your community policies are in one document or separate documents,  
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community policies are defined in the lease as those written rules and policies for the care of the property and 

amenities with which residents, occupants and guests must comply.  

 

12. What’s the primary purpose of the new Lease Details section? 

The Lease Details section on page 1 is intended to be a transparent reflection of the key terms and dollar 

amounts involved in the lease.  

 

13. What’s the difference between Box L and Box M in Lease Details? 

Box L is intended to include recurring fixed charges that are considered additional rent. These monthly fixed, 

recurring charges may be outlined in Box L and/or in an addendum. Box M informs residents that they will pay for 

other variable charges—such as utilities—that will be outlined in a separate addendum. 

 

14. If we require 60 days’ notice from residents, are we still able to only give them 30 days’ 
notice if we choose to not renew their lease? 

No, the amount of notice you require from residents is the same amount of notice you must give them to not 

renew their lease. This has not changed. 

 

15. Is renter’s insurance now required for all residents? 

Yes, except members can still choose to NOT require renter’s insurance through Special Provisions or 

Community Policies. The revised Lease takes an affirmative approach to requiring renter’s insurance by default  

but you can change this in Community Policies, Special Provisions, or another addendum. Note that Paragraph 6 

makes clear that renter’s insurance is not required when it is prohibited by law, such as in some affordable 

housing situations. 

 

16. Is the reletting fee based on “monthly base rent” or on all rent, which includes the additional 
rent items? 

The reletting fee is based upon the total rent, which includes the monthly base rent plus additional rent.  

 

17. Are we still allowed to apply the early termination fee in certain situations, or if we choose to 
use it, does it need to be applied in all circumstances? 

This right to terminate is optional, and you are not required to permit residents to use it. But if you do, you are 

only allowed to apply it when a resident wants to end their lease early, is not in default, and gives you the amount 

of notice and fee required by Box J in Lease Details. If you allow its use, you should allow all residents to use it 

or have a policy regarding its use to avoid fair housing issues. 
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18. What about special termination rights, particularly related to military change-of-station orders, 
since that provision has been significantly shortened in the new lease? 

The specific SCRA provisions have been removed from the lease, but the law has remained the same: The 

resident must furnish you a copy of his/her military orders, such as permanent-change-of-station orders, call-up 

orders, or deployment orders (or letter equivalent). Military permission for base housing doesn’t constitute a 

permanent-change-of-station order. They must deliver to you their written termination notice, after which the 

Lease will be terminated under the military clause 30 days after the date their next rental payment is due. See 

the article in TAA REDBOOK Online for more information.  

 

19. Can we prohibit smoking and vaping inside the unit and within 20 feet of the door? What 
about marijuana odor? 

Paragraph 11.1(k) prohibits smoking of any kind in accordance with Community Policies or addenda. To the 

extent you want to have a more specific policy, you can add those provisions to your Community Polices 

Addendum. 

 

20. Does Paragraph 10.5 create a loophole regarding smoking? 

It does not create a loophole; it only limits the ability of residents to claim you are breaching the lease by not 

preventing them from experiencing smoke smells. Paragraph 11.1(k) prohibits smoking by default. However, 

if you want to remove or change any portion of the Lease, you can do so by making the change to your 

Community Policies or special provision which supersede conflicts in the body of the Lease. 

 

Putting Lease 2.0 to work 
TAA’s Lease 2.0 and other revised forms will be released in TAA Click & Lease on February 16, 2022. In 

the meantime, TAA is working with PMS providers to ensure that the transition to the new Lease is as 

smooth as possible. 

 

In addition, we’re developing training and education tools for our customers to ensure your onsite teams 

are ready for the debut of the new Lease. Please watch your email and our education calendar for details. 

As always, if you have questions or comments about the revised forms or timelines for release, please 

contact us at communications@taa.org. 

mailto:communications@taa.org

	LEASE 2.0 FAQs

